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Hello from MAA!!!
 
Another ‘electronic newsletter’ from the BOD reporting on the comings and goings of your growing Maine Alpaca Association. 
 
We wish to let you know that we are here for you and one of our goals this year is to provide for quick and effective communication. 
 
We will be sending this bi-monthly newsletter to members of MAA. This newsletter will include a calendar of upcoming events, committee requests and more information important to you. Please take the time to read each newsletter carefully and contact the corresponding committee or BOD member with any and all your questions.
 
So, here we go:
 
1. VET FUND RAFFLE – Thanks to all of you for your support of the Vet Fund and donating of yarn and knitted square items at the Fiber Frolic this past June. Over $300 was raised and put directly into the VET FUND to have monies available for further education of Camelid providers in the State of Maine.
 
Plans are underway for the upcoming NECC and Vet Fund donations will be solicited soon. Nancy Durst of White Barn Alpacas has graciously volunteered to coordinate this year’s efforts at NECC. However, more volunteers and of course donations will be accepted. Please contact her directly with your ideas, questions, donations, etc. Her email is goldurst@adelphia.net. 
 
Thank you Nancy for your help! We look forward to more information regarding this soon!
 
2. Volunteers are Needed – 
 
First - Thank you to Carole Bacon of Stonewall Farm Alpacas for her time and energy on this hard working committee. Second – Thank you to Kathy Belise for joining this committee. Every committee is in need of another hard working volunteer who can help further coordinate events of interest for the members such as the Cameron Holt Workshop this fall. Please contact either Dawn Brooker, Committee Chair at dawn@fiberfields.com or the BOD Liaison Pam Harwood at pdh@longwoodsalpacas.com. Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
 
Volunteers will also be needed for the upcoming New England Coast Classic to be held in October at Pinelands Equestrian Center. If you have any preference on helping, please contact Tim Lavan at timlavan@fairpoint.net.  Help will be needed with set-up, break-down, assisting judges, helping farms arrive, etc.
 
Remember – MAA is a completely volunteer driven organization. We want to thank everyone for their time and support. Without volunteer’s, we wouldn’t be here!
 
3.   Minutes of past meeting and BOD meetings are available to all members in the Members Only area of the MAA website. If you have any questions, please contact any BOD member or all BOD members at one time by using http://www.mainealpacaassociation.com/member/BOD-Contact.shtml. Thanks!
 
 
4.  Upcoming MAA meetings. The following dates have been selected for upcoming MAA meetings: November 4, 2006, 11am, Augusta Civic Center
 
5. A note from your MAA BOD –
 
Greetings to everyone this summer. 
 
We realize we haven’t been as prompt in communicating as we would ideally like, but being a volunteer organization with all members wearing many hats, it’s hard sometimes to commit time to everything we all need to, especially during the heat of the summer!
 
We have begun many processes but have hit some ‘time’ relevant snags that are out of our control. We have initiated the process of reviewing corporation papers and are awaiting the newly formed committee’s input and response. We also need to adjust our incorporation status before completing AOBA Affiliate status and have begun that process of inquiry as well. With these processes in ‘progress,’ we have slowed down on other aspects until these situations are resolved. This includes some marketing programs we discussed at our March meeting. However, in time, we are sure these programs will come to light. 
 
So, while it looks like we are in the middle of a slow, hot summer…we are actually working on developing further communications with other alpaca related organizations such as NEAOBA as well as preparing for other great fall activities. MAA will be working closely with NEAOBA to ensure another successful NECC this upcoming fall. We are very excited that this event will remain in Maine again this year, enabling our members the extra benefits of having a show ‘closer to home.’ With that, we need member support of course to make this year’s show the best ever. 
 
Look for more information coming soon from the Education Committee regarding the Cameron Holt seminar/workshop this November. Final preps are in the works.
 
Thank you again for your continued support of this great and growing organization! 
 
Please contact us with any of your comments, questions or concerns. Contact all BOD members via http://www.mainealpacaassociation.com/member/BOD-Contact.shtml
 
Best wishes for a successful summer season!!
 
Your MAA BOD
 
5. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS –
 
Great ways to learn have fun and make friends! 
 
Some events require pre-registration so check for details via the contact information provided.
 
 
July 28 - August 6, 2006 - Bangor State Fair- www.bangorstatefair.com
 
August 4, 5, 6, 2006 – Maine Fiber Arts Farm and Studio Tour – Open house weekend for fiber farms and studios throughout Maine. Visit http://www.mainefiberarts.org/ for maps and more information.
 
 
August 12, 2006 "Showmanship for Alpaca Breeders" Fiber Fields Alpaca Farm
Instructor: Dawn Brooker, AOBA Certified Judge   www.fiberfields.com
 
Fleece Skirting and More, August 26, 2005, Chase Tavern Farm, Bowdoin, ME
Instructor: Tim Lavan, AOBA Fleece, Halter and Performance Judge. For more information, visit http://www.ctalpacas.com/cal.htm. Pre-registration is required.
 
	Aug 20 - 26, 2006
Union Fair
Union, ME
www.unionfair.org

	August 27 - Sept 4, 2006
Windsor Fair
Windsor, ME
www.windsorfair.com

	September 

	August 27 - Sept 4, 2006
Windsor Fair
Windsor, ME
www.windsorfair.com

	August 31 - Sept 4, 2006
Blue Hill Fair
Blue Hill, ME
www.bluehillfair.com
September 17, 2006 – Day of Fun and Discussion of All-Related to Alpacas. NEAOBA Members encouraged to attend for annual pot-luck discussion of association. Host farm: Chase Tavern Farm, 10am till.  Look for emails and more information. Contact Cindy or Tim Lavan for more information. 207-268-3143 or email cindylavan@fairpoint.net
 

	The Big E 2006 Alpaca Show
Eastern States Exposition
Springfield, MA
www.thebige.com/bige.html

	September 22-24, 2006
Common Ground Country Fair
Unity, ME
www.mofga.org

	September 24-30, 2006
Cumberland Fair
Cumberland Center, ME
www.cumberlandfair.com

	October 

	October 1-8, 2006
Fryeburg Fair
Fryeburg, ME
www.fryeburgfair.com

	Oct 28 - 29, 2006
Maine Alpaca Association Open Farm Weekend
Maine
www.mainealpacafarms.com

	Oct 14 - 15, 2006
New England Coastal Classic
New Gloucester, Maine
www.necoastalclassic.com


 
 
To add a calendar item, send an email with all specific information to cindylavan@fairpoint.net  
 
Newsletter ideas, comments, etc. please send to cindylavan@fairpoint.net as well. 
 
Thanks for your time and support of MAA!!! 

